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Our mission  
 

 HYESTART is an organization supporting human rights and democracy in Armenia and 
 the region. 
  

Hyestart thus promotes minority rights and artistic freedoms, while supporting 
contemporary artistic creation that questions society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our vision 
 

 Our independence and long-term commitment will enable us to promote the realization 
 of genuine democracies in Armenia and the region, with societies more respectful of 
 human rights. Utilizing challenging and meaningful contemporary art as a primary 
 catalyst, we will contribute to bringing about societies with the maturity to foster calm 
 and democratic debates about important cultural and societal issues. 

 
 
 
Our History 
 

 Hyestart was founded in November 2016 by Alain Navarra and Alexis Krikorian under the 
 premises that: 
    

• Greater respect for human rights in Armenia and neighboring countries is necessary for 
the establishment of democratic societies that respect the dignity of their inhabitants and 
societies in which inhabitants are free to express themselves and choose how they live 
without fear of violence or discrimination; 

• The development of artistic freedoms with a social and political dimension promotes the 
emergence of more open, free, mature and autonomous societies; 

• Building societies that are more respectful of human rights, moving forward while 
looking to their past based on values such as truth, will promote reconciliation and peace 
in the region; 

• The community of destiny between Armenia and the Diaspora must be based on 
democratic values and respect for human rights. 
 
2019 was our third full year of operation. And we are terribly excited to tell you 
more about it in the present report.  
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3rd edition of the Yerevan Book Fest (kerki Yerevanyan Paradon), Yerevan, 22-24 November 2019.  
Bottom right picture: Alain Navarra (Hyestart President), Emma Kirakosyan (Edge publishing, Yerevan),  
Alexis Krikorian (Hyestart Director).
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SECTION 1 AN OVERVIEW OF HYESTART 

 
ABOUT US 
 
We are an independent and unique organization.  
 
We have chosen to focus our work on minority rights, artistic freedoms and freedom of 
expression in Armenia and neighboring countries because our expertise covers both this region 
and these rights and this region has a real deficit in this area. 
 
Beyond the defense of human rights and democracy alone, we have elected to go one step 
further in supporting socially challenging and politically meaningful contemporary artistic 
creativity (i.e. which concerns the citizen) in Armenia and the region. 
 
We have no political affiliation and are independent of any government, religion or political 
persuasion. 
 
Hyestart is an association established and registered in Geneva, Switzerland in November 2016. 
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OUR PEOPLE 
 
Board 
 

Name Position 
Alain Navarra-Navassartian President, Co-

founder 

Alexis Krikorian Director, Co-
founder 

Etienne Reymond Treasurer 
Christopher Dean Peterson II Member 

 
 
 

Honorary Board 
 

Name Position 
Ragip Zarakolu (Turkey) Publisher, 

Human Rights 
Activist 

Eugene Schoulgin (Norway) Writer, Vice-
President of 
PEN 
International 

Pinar Selek (Turkey, France) Sociologist, 
Human Rights 
Activist 

Serge Avedikian (France, 
Armenia) 

Actor, 
Director 
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OUR SUPPORTERS & PARTNERS 
 

We take this opportunity to thank our individual donors who have chosen to remain 
anonymous, and the volunteers who have helped us organize our events throughout the 
year.   
 
We also take this opportunity to thank our partner organizations:  
 

• In Armenia: The Ari Literature Foundation, Inknagir, PEN Armenia. 
 

• In France: Le Collectif de soutien à Pinar Selek.  
 

• In Switzerland: l'Invitation au savoir, the Hagop D. Topalian Foundation, Artzakank-
Echo, the Geneva Groups of Amnesty International, and the Lugano Human Rights 
Film Festival.  

 
• In Turkey: The International Committee for Freedom and Justice for Sevan 

Nisanyan, Belge Publishing. 
 

• Internationally: PEN International.



 

 

 
 
SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE & ACTIVITIES 

 

STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
Hyestart is an association established and registered in Geneva, Switzerland in 2016. 
 
The Secretariat finds itself in Geneva, Switzerland.  
 
The honorary members live throughout Europe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Hyestart once again shaped the programme of the Geneva Book fair 
last year. We were able to talk about the rule of Law in Armenia under 
the theme: Armenia: From Soviet Legacy to the Velvet Revolution, the 
Construction of the Rule of Law. Interventions by Gaidz Minassian, Vahé 
Ter Minassian and Taline Ter Minassian were very well attended.  
More than ever, this year's edition was quite a success! 
 

 
We will continue to work on the link between culture and democratic and open societies with a 
view to support human rights in Armenia and the region. From our perspective, the use of 
cultural expressions is a tool to promote human rights. Culture and democracy are clearly 
correlated. 
 
I'm particularly happy to have agreed to write a catalogue covering the entire body of work of 
painter Sarkis Hamalbashyan who was one of the leading young artists who began to challenge 
the Soviet norms. Including artists from "emerging countries" in enlarged artistic circuits is key 
to changing the representation of "non-western" art in the long-term.  

 
To conclude, I am happy to announce the strengthening of the partnership between Hyestart 
and l'Invitation au Savoir.  With its immersion trips at the heart of the Armenian population, 
l'Invitation au savoir contributes directly to local development. In 2020-22, this association has 
decided to support Hyestart and My Way, an educational, rehabilitation and vocational 
training day care center for children on the spectrum. I take this opportunity to thank our 
donors, everyone who has helped establish our program and everybody who has worked with 
us. 
 
Alain Navarra-Navassartian 
President 
  



 

 

 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
2019 has yet again proved to be an exciting and challenging year! 
 
We took our time to write our strategy for the foreseeable future. One of its 
conclusions led us to adjust the mission of Hyestart, formally adding 
"democratization" to "human rights" to our goals. In practice, our focus and 
activities on literature, translation, freedom of expression and minorities' 

rights remain unchanged, but we felt we owed it to our partners to better define the scope of 
our activities. We also added "vulnerable populations" (e.g. the handicapped) to the list of 
minorities we are dealing with. In addition, Hyestart's bilingual blog allows us more than ever to 
define ourselves as a think thank for the human rights and NGO communities, the Armenia-
Diaspora relations, and beyond.  

 
Following a months-long process, the translation of Aram Pachyan's book Good-bye, Bird was 
provided on time to Editions Parenthèses (Marseille) by late February 2019. The book was to be 
released in early November 2019, but its release date was postponed to 2020, at the publisher's 
discretion. We are very much looking forward to its release this year. In the meantime, we 
attended the third edition of the Yerevan book fest (late November 2019) and have thus 
continued working on the pipeline of future translations to be supported by Hyestart. We are 
very excited about what's coming next! On the Armenian stand of the Geneva book fair, we 
were able to highlight contemporary Armenian literature with the intervention of writer Jean-
Chat Tecgyozyan. The re-launch of PEN Armenia followed its course throughout the year. We 
have thus been able to put forward an integrated support program all along the book chain.   
 
Herbardoutiamp*, a piece in which I came out to the Armenian world was an important piece 
for me, and hopefully for the LGBTI cause within the pan-Armenian world. LGBTI rights and 
contemporary Armenian literature are at the heart of Hyestart's mission.  
  
Finally I am very proud that we are reinforcing our cooperation with L'invitation au savoir to our 
mutual benefit and to the benefit of children in need in Armenia. We will report more about 
these exciting developments - and others- in 2020. It's a promise! 

 
 

Happy reading! 
 

Alexis Krikorian 
Director 
 
 
 
 
* with pride! 
  



 

 

 

OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
  
Hyestart’s # 1 aim is to promote the genuine democratization of Armenia and its neighbors, 
including the rule of law, free and fair elections and human rights, with a special focus on: 

 
● The rights of ethnic, linguistic, gender, religious, and sexual (LGBTI) and other minorities 

(vulnerable populations); 
 

● Artistic freedoms and freedom of expression: freedom to write, freedom to publish, 
freedom to create and related rights. 
 

The activities we led in 2019 in order to support Aim # 1 were as follows:  
 
Armenian Genocide:  
 
At the turn of 2018 and 2019, Hyestart wrote a series of articles on its blog regarding the 
Armenian genocide, the first one focusing on the need for human rights NGOs to fight the 
“cancer” of State-sponsored denial, the second one on the need to teach the Armenian 
genocide in schools in order to face history and to develop and inform compassionate 
citizenry. Human rights NGOs tend to avoid addressing the root causes of human rights 
violations in the countries they operate in. If they did include recommendations in their 
advocacy portfolio that would address these root causes, their impact on the human rights 
situation in any given country would be much higher. In the Turkish context that entails including 
the need for the Turkish state to recognize the Armenian genocide and other massacres like 
the massacres of Dersim (1937-38). That also entails including the right to the truth – from their 
State - for the various minorities remaining in Turkey: Armenians, Assyrians, Alevites, Kurds, etc.  
 
At the very end of 2019 an article entitled The credibility of the US in the prevention of 
genocide calls on the executive branch of the US government to align itself with Congress in 
recognizing the Armenian genocide if it is to regain credibility in its approach to the prevention 
of genocide in the wake of the Elie Wiesel law on the prevention of genocide.  
 
LGBTI Rights:  

 
One of the co-founders of Hyestart wrote Hebardoutiamp (with 
pride!), an article in which he is coming out to the Armenian world 
and asserts that it is possible to be both gay and Armenian, thus 
breaking one of the taboos of Armenian society and calling on 
more gay Armenians to come out. This is a very controversial issue 
in conservative Armenian circles. Given the state of war the country 
is in, this question is not seen as a priority at all. This type of 
argument is reminiscent of the argument some western policy 
makers use when they say that the time is not right to recognize the 

Armenian genocide. Hebardoutiamp was shared by actress Arsinée Khanjian on her official 



 

 

Facebook page, a page which has around 25k followers. Promoting LGBT rights in Armenia is a 
priority for Hyestart.  
 
Other human rights:  
 
Throughout the year, other articles have addressed, in French and/or in English, other human 
rights issues both in Armenia and Turkey: 

• An open letter by our honorary member Serge Avedikian on “Education and culture in 
Armenia” (May 2019); 

• An article on the issue of mining and its human rights implications in Armenia (February 
2019); 

• An article about the regression of women’s rights in Turkey (through the case of Sule 
Cet) (May 2019); 

• An article about Zehra Dogan (June 2019); 
• An article about the specificities of Turkish populism (June 2019); 
• An article about the transition from legitimized state violence to armed conflict against 

the Kurds in Syria (Oct. 2019); 
• An article about Eurasianism, Pan-turkism, and Turanism (December 2019).  

 
Overall, Hyestart's bilingual blog allows us more than ever to define ourselves as a think thank 
for the human rights and NGO communities, the Armenia-Diaspora relations, and beyond.  

 
Pinar Selek:  

 
Through Alain Navarra Hyestart continued to be a member of the 
Geneva committee for Pinar Selek. Pinar Selek is a French-Turkish 
sociologist who has been persecuted in Turkey for more than 20 years. 
The Geneva committee discusses best options to promote the defense 
of Pinar Selek who is an honorary member of Hyestart. 
 
 
 

Armenian Stand @ Geneva Book Fair:  
 

At the intersection of goals one and two, and as in the previous 
years, Hyestart curated the program of the Armenian stand at the 
Geneva book fair (1-5 May 2019). The year’s theme was: Armenia: 
From Soviet Heritage to the Velvet Revolution, the Construction 
of the Rule of Law.  
 
 

Alain Navarra on the Armenian stand facing  
a captivated audience (May 2019).  



 

 

The main speakers were:  
 

• Valérie Manteau who wrote Le Sillon (Agos in Armenian), an award-winning book about 
the murdered Turkish Armenian journalist Hrant Dink.  

• The publisher of Jürgen Gottschlich, who wrote Complicité de génocide, a book about 
the role of Germany in the destruction of the Armenians. 

• Gaidz Minassian, a French Armenian journalist (Le Monde) who talked about the 
implications of the Velvet revolution in Armenia. 

• Ara Krikorian who wrote a book about his life-long commitment as an activist of the 
Armenian cause in France.  

• Vahé Ter Minassian who wrote a book entitled Chroniques de la Troisième République.  
• Taline Ter Minassian who wrote Les galaxies Markarian, a riveting novel taking place in 

Armenia and throughout the Middle East.  

Excerpts of the main speeches can be heard on the Hyestart website: 
https://www.hyestart.net/salon-du-livre-de-geneve-2019 
 
 
  



 

 

 
Hyestart’s # 2 aim is to support socially-challenging and politically-meaningful (i.e. which 
concerns the citizen) contemporary artistic creation in Armenia and the region. 
 
The activities we led in 2019 in order to support Aim # 2 were as follows:  
 
Geneva Book Fair:  
 

Jean-Chat Tecgyozyan was also invited to the book fair to present his book 
“The flying city”, a frenetic and innovative work by this young Armenian author 
who has been living in France for some time now. Vertiginous, sinuous, 
flamboyant, there is no lack of adjectives to describe this stroll through 
Yerevan that keeps slipping away. For Hyestart, inviting Jean-Chat was a 
concrete way to support cotemporary Armenian literature.  
 
 
 

Jean-Chat with Alain Navarra  
on the Armenian stand. 
 
 

Mission to Armenia:  
 
Vartanouche Krikorian Fund:  
 
We visited Armenia in late November 2019 to take part in the 3rd edition of the Yerevan Book 
Fest. While in Armenia, we did videos to promote our activities under this goal. Arevik 
Ashkharoyan, the first Armenian literary agent, was interviewed about what is so special about 
Aram Pachyan's book Good-bye Bird. The official Facebook page of Parenthèses publishing 
shared the video, saying the book would come out in February 2020.  
 
Visual arts:  
 

We met with painter Sarkis Hamalbashyan and agreed 
with him that Hyestart, art historian Alain Navarra-
Navassartian, would write a catalogue covering his entire 
body of work. In the 1980s, he had emerged as one of 
the leading young artists who began to challenge the 
Soviet norms. Nowadays he is one of the most important 
artists working in Armenia. In addition, preliminary 
meetings also took place to discuss possible exhibitions in 
Europe of works by photographer Gagik Harutunyan. A 
subtle photographer, he is a master of the documentary  

Sarkis Hamalbashyan & Alain Navarra meeting in Yerevan (Nov. 2019).  

 
strand of photography.  
 



 

 

 
Other activities:  
 
Drafting and adopting a strategy paper was one of the main activities of Hyestart in 2019. Alexis 
Krikorian initiated the first draft, circulated it for comments both internally and externally. After 
inclusion of the latter, the committee members adopted the strategy paper online. The main 
conclusions of the strategy paper are as follows:  
 

• The need for Hyestart, given its limited resources, to work within its remit in order to 
avoid unnecessary and counter-productive dispersal.  

• The need to slightly adapt the goals of Hyestart to include democracy in addition to 
human rights in order to reflect the activities of Hyestart (Hyestart observed the last two 
national elections in Armenia in April 2017 and December 2018).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Armenian cover of Aram Pachyan's Book Good-bye Bird. 
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SECTION 3 OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS & THANK YOU 
 
We would like to thank our friends and partners, as well as our anonymous donors.  
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
 
Get involved, volunteer your time 
 
Get in touch @ contact@hyestart.org 
 
Make a donation 

 
 In Switzerland: CCP - 14-809507-5 
 Internationally: IBAN: CH 17 0900 0000 1480 9507 5 

BIC: POFICHBEXXX 
Hyestart Genève 
 
Via PayPal or CC:  
 
www.paypal.me/hyestart  
 
Support an event or fundraising activity, become a sponsor 
  
If you would like to sponsor one of our events anywhere, please contact us. We have 
several sponsorship opportunities available. 
 
You can also sponsor a specific project to get closer to our work on the ground and see 
exactly how your donation makes a difference. You will receive regular and detailed 
reports.  
 
Contact Alain Navarra @ contact@hyestart.org 
 
Other ways you can help our cause 
 
Get in touch @ contact@hyestart.org 
Follow us on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/hyestart 
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE  
 
Next year we are looking forward to being thematic partners of the world's largest human 
rights film festival, the FIFDH in Geneva. We are looking forward to developing new projects 
with our Armenian partners, to the release of the bilingual catalogue covering the entire body 
of work of painter Sarkis Hamalbashyan, and to yet again a successful Geneva book fair. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CONTACT US 

 
Hyestart 
Association              
CH - 1200 Geneva  
www.hyestart.org 
contact@hyestart.org 
www.facebook.com/
hyestart 
  
 


