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Our mission  
 

 HYESTART is an organization supporting the development of cultural democracy in 
 Armenia and the region. 
  

Hyestart thus promotes the two main pillars of cultural democracy:  cultural 
diversity and the freedom to participate in cultural life, with a special emphasis on 
the latter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our vision 
 
Our independence and resolve enable us to promote the realization of cultural 
democracies within Armenia and its neighbors, modestly contributing to dialogue in 
the region. Utilizing challenging and meaningful contemporary art as a primary 
catalyst, we will contribute to bringing about societies with the maturity to foster 
calm and democratic debates about important cultural and societal issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
Our History 
 

 Hyestart was founded in November 2016 by Alain Navarra and Alexis Krikorian under the 
 premises that: 
    

• The development of cultural democracy will be beneficial to society in general and will 
reinforce the respect for human rights in Armenia and the region; 

• In particular, the realization of artistic freedoms with a social and political meaning will 
serve as a catalyst for the emergence of more open, mature, self-deterministic and free 
societies; 

• Regional exchanges in the field of culture will modestly contribute to dialogue in the 
region. 
 
2017 was therefore our first full year of operation. And we are terribly excited to 
tell you more about it in the present report.  
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SECTION 1 AN OVERVIEW OF HYESTART 

 
ABOUT US 
 
We are an independent and unique organization.  
 
We have chosen to focus our work on the freedom to participate in cultural life in Armenia and 
the region. This freedom is, in our view, an essential component of cultural democracy, which 
needs in turn good freedom of expression conditions to be able to flourish.   
 
While other NGOs are focusing on other pillars of cultural democracy, or on the freedom to 
participate in cultural life without necessarily tackling its human rights angle, we have elected to 
go one step further in supporting socially-challenging and politically-meaningful contemporary 
artistic creativity (i.e. which concerns the citizen) in Armenia and the region. 
 
We have no political affiliation and are independent of any government, religion or political 
persuasion. 
  
Hyestart is an association established and registered in Geneva, Switzerland in November 
2016. 
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OUR PEOPLE 
 
Board 
 

Name Position 
Alain Navarra-Navassartian President, Co-

founder 

Alexis Krikorian Secretary, Co-
founder 

Etienne Reymond Treasurer 
 
 
 

Honorary Board 
 

Name Position 
Ragip Zarakolu (Turkey) Publisher, 

Human Rights 
Activist 

Eugene Schoulgin (Norway) Writer, Vice-
President of 
PEN 
International 

Pinar Selek (Turkey, France) Sociologist, 
Human Rights 
Activist 

Serge Avedikian (France, 
Armenia) 

Actor, Director 
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OUR SUPPORTERS 
 

We take this opportunity to thank our individual donors who have chosen to remain 
anonymous.  
 
Being such a young organization, we have not yet sought the support of institutional 
donors or foundations.  
 
We also take this opportunity to thank our partner organizations:  
 

• In Armenia: The Ari Literature Foundation, the Asbarez Journalists' Club, Inknagir, 
PEN Armenia, Pink Armenia, Transparency International Armenia. 

 
• In France: Le Collectif de soutien à Pinar Selek.  

 
• In Switzerland: Dialogai, the Hagop D. Topalian Foundation, l'Invitation au savoir, 

Kasa, Network, Artzakank-Echo. 
 

• In Turkey: The International Committee for Freedom and Justice for Sevan 
Nisanyan, Belge Publishing. 

 
• Internationally: PEN International.  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
(Translation: "Who is the next one?") 
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SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE 
 

STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
Hyestart is an association established and registered in Geneva, Switzerland in 2016. 
 
The Presidency and the treasurer are based in Ticino, Switzerland, while the Secretariat finds 
itself in Geneva, Switzerland.  
 
The honorary members live throughout Europe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Annual Report 2017 Hyestart  

10 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

During this year, Hyestart's projects have been crystallized at the 
intersection of art, cultural work and social change. Adhering to the 
concept of cultural democracy, our efforts have cultural goals, meaning 
that they seek to affect people's ideologies, identities and ways of being 
together. Our cultural strategy approach focuses on the use of artistic 
products as a way to shift public discourses around social issues. Ideas 
and action are connected. 

 
During this year, we have developed a set of principles that take a strong stand on social and 
cultural issues. They are as follows:  
 
• we value multiple ways of knowing and being; 
• we reconceptualize power and power relationships; 
• we prioritize the centering of a creative process to address change; 
• we involve communities in a transformation process; 
• we denounce the superiority of one form of culture on others; 
• we explore the wide range of ways the arts make civic and social culture change. 
 
The use of cultural expressions is a tool for resistance and also a tool for promoting human 
rights. Culture and democracy are correlated. Value orientations can be studied as fundamental 
manifestations of culture; hence the interest of Hyestart in the concept of relations between 
societal cultural values and the practice of democracy. 
 
We will continue to work on the link between culture and democratic and open societies. 
 
To conclude, I would like to thank our donors, everyone who has helped establish our program 
and everybody who has worked with us. 
 
Alain Navarra-Navassartian 
President 
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DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
What a year it's been! Quite an adventure actually! When Hyestart was 
founded in late 2016, we had no idea how challenging and exciting this 
adventure would be. Our common interest in Armenia and Turkey naturally 
brought Alain and I together. Alain brings in a strong expertise in the field 
of art and sociology, while I bring my share of experience as a human 
rights professional. The addition of all these ingredients gave birth to 

Hyestart, an association at the intersection of culture, sociology and human rights, focusing 
on Armenia and Armenia's neighboring countries.  
 
This year was about laying the foundations for the future, identifying partners in Armenia, 
France, Switzerland, and internationally, and choosing projects (including dropping projects 
when necessary) that will either grow or start in 2018, focusing on the field of literature for 
now. Indeed we had to postpone our involvement in projects dealing with visual arts for a 
lack of visibility locally in Armenia, but we will come back to this area at a later stage. For 
now we decided to focus on literature, translation, and freedom of expression.  
 
We are looking forward to the effective materialization of the Vartanouche Krikorian 
translation grant next year. This year, as said, we identified partners in the book chain to work 
with in Armenia and selected a book that will benefit from our translation grant. We also 
selected the Armenian to French translator. We are now contacting French and Swiss 
publishers to convince them to publish this work of contemporary Armenian literature. A 
daunting task for a small literature in reconstruction like the Armenian literature. But a 
fascinating one! 
 
We are looking forward to the official re-launch of PEN Armenia. All the issues that PEN care 
about (freedom of expression, translation, linguistic rights, etc.) are acutely raised in Armenia. 
An active PEN center engaging young writers in Armenia is therefore more necessary than 
ever.  
 
Finally, we are also looking forward to a Geneva book fair in which Hyestart's presence will 
be increased through the themes of freedom of expression and literature in Armenia and 
Turkey. We are looking at ways to bring to Geneva an exhibit about book censorship in 
Turkey. We will also invite world famous Turkish writers who we think the public would be 
delighted to meet.  
 
Happy reading! 
 
Alexis Krikorian 
Director 
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OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Hyestart has 2 main aims: 
  
To support the development of cultural democracy, and to realize the freedom to participate in 
cultural life, Hyestart’s # 1 aim is to promote human rights in Armenia, and 
the neighboring countries, with a special focus on artistic freedoms and freedom of expression: 
freedom to write, freedom to publish, freedom to create and related rights.  
 
The activities we led in 2017 in order to support Aim # 1 are as follows:  
 
At the end of 2016, on the eve of the visit of the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of 
Expression to Turkey, Hyestart urged him to call for writer Asli Erdoğan 's 
immediate release. On 30 December 2016, an Istanbul court ordered her release. 
Today, Mrs. Erdoğan lives in Germany. Hyestart attended a panel discussion she was 
speaking at on 13th October 2017 at the Frankfurt Book Fair. Our relationship with Mrs. 
Erdoğan is now well established.  
 
In January 2017, by publishing two articles on its blog, Hyestart paid tribute to Hrant 
Dink, a Turkish-Armenian journalist who had been assassinated ten years earlier in front 
of his newspaper by a 17 year-old ultra-nationalist.  
 

 
The screening of Lesir Indz ("Listen to 
me"), a documentary about the 
absence of LGBT rights in Armenia, 
organized by Hyestart at Dialogai on 29 
April, was quite successful. Some 50 
people with various profiles attended 
the screening of the documentary of 
the LGBT NGO "Pink Armenia", in which 
10 members of the Armenian LGBT 
community come out and share their 
experiences. Such testimonies are both 
rare and courageous in a context 
marked by strong homophobia. 
Homophobic discourse is indeed  

Screening of "Lesir Indz", Dialogai, Geneva (29.04.17). 

 
commonplace in Armenia, whether on television or in the spheres of power. Edward 
Sharmazanov, one of the strongmen of the ruling Republican Party, has for example 
declared himself to be openly "anti-gay" in the Aravot daily newspaper back in 2009. After 
the Molotov cocktail attack targeting DIY, the only "open" bar of the Armenian capital in 
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2012, the same Sharmazanov declared that he found the attack "justified". In fact, there is no 
legal protection for LGBT people whose rights are regularly violated. Many fear violence in  
 
the workplace, on the street or in their families, and do not file complaints on violations of 
their rights because impunity prevails. 
 

In the discussion that followed the documentary, Turkish sociologist Pinar Selek and Hyestart 
President Alain Navarra presented their point of view. Persecuted in her own country since the 
end of the 20th century, Pinar Selek now lives in France. We were honored by her presence. She 
stressed the necessary convergence of struggles among minorities (ethnic, sexual, gender), as 
well as regionally. In Turkey, no more than in Armenia, there is still no legal protection against 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. Alain Navarra recalled his militant engagement with 
the Homosexual Liberation Groups (GLH) in the 1980s in France. Fully subscribing to Pinar 
Selek's argument, he also called on the Armenian Diaspora to commit to LGBT rights in 
Armenia. 
 
Following this screening, Hyestart submitted information to the the independent expert on 
protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity 
(UN SOGI Expert) in early June 2017, urging Armenia to do much more for LGBT rights.  
  
The recommendations to the Armenian government were as follows:  

 
• Amend existing legislation by adding "sexual orientation" in the following articles: Article 14.1 

of the Constitution, Article 3 of the Labor Code, etc. 
• Amend the Penal Code so that hate crime and hate speech become separate offenses. 
• Educate the general population and train civil servants on LGBT issues. 
• Instruct the Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia to cover LGBT issues and 

accept complaints from the LGBT community. 
• Create a Press or Media Council, which would take action when media coverage is 

homophobic or incites hatred.  
• Adopt legislation recognizing and protecting human rights defenders (HRDs); in the 

meantime, immediately investigate all cases of threats, take appropriate steps to protect 
Human rights defenders and ensure attacks are publicly condemned. 

 
In his annual report to the UN General Assembly (19 July 2017), the UN SOGI Expert quotes 
Hyestart1 on the "need for protection against incitement to hatred in all countries, including in 
those where same-sex relations are not criminalized".  
 
On 12 March 2017, Hyestart called on UN Special Procedures to engage in the Pinar Selek case 
directly with the Turkish authorities. Pinar Selek being the symbol of the other Turkey, a Turkey 
that must be able to continue to think, create, organize, resist even. Hyestart therefore called 
on the United Nations Special Procedures (in particular, the special rapporteurs on the 

                                                
1 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/72/172 
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independence of judges, freedom of expression, the situation of human rights defenders 
and torture) to engage in her case directly with the Turkish authorities. 
 
Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads as follows: " Everyone has the 
right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen 
representatives". This is why Hyestart took part as an observer in the 2nd April 2017 
Parliamentary elections in Armenia in the framework of the Citizenobserver initiative led in 
particular by the Asbarez journalists' club and Transparency International Armenia. Cultural 
democracy will only flourish in Armenia if political democracy, whose free and fair elections are 
an essential element, develops in a harmonious way, moving as far as possible away from awful 
practices such as ballot box stuffing, vote buying, bullying, etc. For Hyestart, this was a citizen 
commitment. These elections were an important test for the Armenian democracy, marking the 
transition from a presidential system to a parliamentary system of proportional representation 
in which, normally, power is built on the basis of coalitions and therefore based on the basis of 
agreements and compromises among parties that do not pass the 50% mark alone. In the end, 
the Republican Party in power gathered 49% of the vote nationwide, gaining a majority of the 
101-seat parliament. Thanks to a high number of observers, especially in the capital Yerevan, 
the problem was not so much ballot box stuffing, but vote buying. On 27 March, the "Union of 
Informed Citizens" NGO revealed the use of the administrative resource by about 100 school 
directors across the country in favor of the ruling Republican Party. Of the 136 directors who 
were called by the NGO, 114 admitted having drawn up lists of parents of students ready to 
support the Republican Party. This revelation undoubtedly led the United States and the 
European Union to adopt on 29 March, 4 days before the elections, a joint declaration 
expressing their concern following the accusations of vote buying in Armenia and the 
"systematic use" of administrative resources during the current election campaign. This was the 
official confirmation of what was publicly known in Armenia.  
 
There is a long way to go, but we will keep encouraging the monitoring of elections by 
representatives of the Diaspora as a necessary step that will lead to free and fair elections in 
Armenia.  
 
For a full report on Hyestart's electoral observation mission at the number 1 polling station of 
Davtashen School 93, please go to: https://www.hyestart.org/single-post/2017/04/04/Armenian-
elections-49-the-new-99  
 
Hyestart sees Diaspora - Armenia relations as key to the progress of human rights in Armenia 
and in the Diaspora as well. Hyestart wrote several articles on the subject and took part in one 
panel discussion organized by Artzakank, the French-Swiss Armenian Newspaper, on the topic.  
Our mantra? The Armenian Diaspora institutions need to democratize. And Armenia and the 
Diaspora need to build a common destiny based on a democratic and human rights basis.   
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As every year, the Armenian stand was present at the Geneva Book Fair (26-30 April 2017) 
thanks to the unfailing support of the Hagop D. Topalian Foundation. Thanks to a programmatic 
partnership with Hyestart, the Armenian stand presented this year a series of presentations and  
panel discussions focusing on the situation and rights of women in the South Caucasus, Turkey 
and Iran. The main theme was indeed: " What rights for women in Armenia and in 
neighboring countries?" 
  
Why?  
  
Firstly, because the situation in this area demands it. Secondly, because respect for women's 
rights is part of the rhetoric of democracy. It is a guarantee of democratic modernity.  
 
Thanks to the round tables and the expertise of our guests (Professor Elisabeth Gangloff-
Parmentier of the University of Geneva, Martine Hovanessian of the French National Centre for 
Scientific Research (CNRS), sociologists Somaye Khajvandi and Pinar Selek, etc.), we were able 
to question the violence against women, the "gendercide" committed against girls in the three 
countries of the South Caucasus and we tried to analyze the multiplicity of situations in order to 
understand the configuration of discourses and practices in the men-women disparity in the 
region.  
 
The Human Rights topics raised at the Armenian stand are relevant as they are attended by 
many stakeholders beyond the general public (public of the Geneva book fair: More than 
100'000): the Press and the local representatives of the Armenian authorities who must take 
note of the Diaspora's strong human rights perspective on a number of issues.  
 
In July 2017, Hyestart participated in the seminar on cultural rights and the protection of cultural 
heritage organized by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. This seminar 
gave rise to interesting exchanges, presented positive examples and resulted in a number of 
concrete commitments, thanks in particular to the special rapporteur in the field of cultural 
rights Karima Bennoune. What came out of this seminar was that effective accountability 
mechanisms are needed. For Hyestart, positive examples of preservation of the other's cultural 
heritage are very much needed in the South Caucasus. Positive examples are the renovation of 
the Gohar Agha mosque in Shushi, or the Armenian Monastic Ensembles of Iran added to the 
UNESCO World Heritage list in 2008.  
 
During the same month, Hyestart attended meetings organized in Milan by the departments of 
social anthropology, social psychology and sociology of several Italian universities. These 
meetings were aiming at mapping the political and cultural context in relation to LGBT issues in 
the Caucasus. Participants from the all South Caucasus countries attended. Hyestart took that 
opportunity to reiterate to an audience of scholars and South Caucasus activists that LGBT 
rights are human rights.  
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On Sunday 15 October 2017, the President of Hyestart 
spoke after the screening of the film They during the  
Lugano Human Rights Film Festival in a debate 
moderated by a famous journalist of the Swiss-Italian 
television, Andrea Ostinelli. The theme was: Gender, 
sexuality and nationalism. His intervention focused on 
the South Caucasus region, where certain standards in 
force stigmatize certain practices, attributes or modes 
of conduct. He denounced the local political discourse 
in these countries, which constantly highlights the  

Hyestart President addressing the Lugano Human rights film festival (15.10.17). 

 
"particularism" of feminist or LGBT claims, for which "specific" rights would be sought. In this 
context, he stressed a point, which will be of increasing importance to Hyestart in the future: 
The need to work with men also (in addition to women) to prevent violence against the most 
vulnerable. The event was widely covered by local media.  
 

Hyestart also defended young Turkish photographer, Çağdaş Erdoğan, 
and journalist and painter Zehra Doğan. Both are in prison being 
accused of membership of a terrorist organization. Hyestart took part 
in the opening of an exhibition of Zehra Doğan's paintings in Geneva 
on 24 November 2017. The exhibition was organized by the Geneva 
groups of Amnesty International. The mayor of Geneva, Mr. Pagani,  

Speeches at opening of Z. Dogan's exhibit (24.11.17)  

 
and the Founder of the Geneva Human Rights Film Festival, Mr. Kanneman, attended this event, 
among others. Hyestart promoted the artist's book on its blog and Facebook page.  
 
In early December 2017, Hyestart positioned itself as a champion of a real law against domestic 
violence in Armenia, not a watered down version, in which family reconciliation would take 
center stage. In the end, a version closer to the watered down version was adopted in the 
course of December. However, some local activists welcomed the adoption of the law as a 
step in the right direction. We will keep monitoring the situation and taking part in efforts to 
ensure that this law is indeed a step in the right direction.  
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To promote both artistic freedoms and freedom of expression, Hyestart’s # 2 aim is to 
support socially challenging and politically meaningful (i.e. which concerns the 
citizen) contemporary artistic creation in Armenia and the region, emphasizing visual arts and 
literature.  
 
The activities we led in 2017 in order to support Aim # 2 are as follows:  
 
From the 1st to the 5th of March, the two founders of Hyestart were in Armenia to present the 
association to a maximum number of stakeholders of the Armenian literary and artistic circles, 
as well as diplomats, think tanks and human rights NGOs. The idea was not only to get to know 
each other, but also to see how Hyestart could concretely co-operate with the various 
stakeholders in Armenia's cultural and human rights circles in order to bring about real added 
value. 
  
One of the goals of this 5-day visit to Armenia was to make progress on our project to promote 
internationally Armenian fiction with a contemporary social and/or political resonance 
through the Vartanouche Krikorian grant (see following page for more).  

  
One of Hyestart's activities being to conduct trainings 
that provide information on the tools of 
contemporary artistic creation with a cultural 
democracy angle, the President of Hyestart stayed 
longer in Armenia - until 11 March - to train Armenian 
tourism executives in art history and to raise 
awareness of the themes of citizenship and tourism 
development at the Kasa Center in Yerevan. 
 
 

Alain Navarra training Armenian tourism executives in Yerevan (6.03.17).  

 
On the Armenian stand during the Geneva book fair (26-30 April 2017), Viken Berberian's book 
"The Structure is Rotten Comrade"; Actes sud) and a short film by Vahan Ishkhanyan ("Women 
of the Archangel Michael", 27 mn, 2014) on a Russian women's village in Northern Armenia 
were presented in order to shed light on contemporary creation in Armenia. Vahan is one of the 
founders of the literary journal "Inknagir" whom we had met during our March visit to Armenia.  
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At the initiative of the ARI literature foundation, writers, translators, 
editors, journalists and other literary figures gathered on Monday 
25 September in Yerevan with a view to rejuvenate the Armenian 
PEN Centre of PEN International. Hyestart co-founder Alexis 
Krikorian was invited to deliver a keynote speech on this occasion 
to describe why it was important to have a strong and active PEN 
center in Armenia to promote freedom of expression,  
Armenian literature worldwide, as well as translation, linguistic rights 
and peace. In his speech he underlined that PEN was a venerable 
and credible institution made up of courageous writers who dared 
to speak the truth to power, like for instance Pen International' Vice-
President Eugene Schoulgin.  

Alexis Krikorian addressing young Armenian writers 

 
The issues PEN stands for - freedom of expression, peace, translation, linguistics rights, the role 
of women - are all acutely raised in Armenia. Hyestart is very much looking forward to 
cooperating with PEN Armenia on the numerous activities, which will be put in place.  
  

On Friday 13th October, Hyestart led a successful trip to the 
Frankfurt book fair to promote contemporary Armenian 
literature through to the Vartanouche Krikorian translation 
grant. This year the book selected by Hyestart and its 
partner, the ARI Literature Foundation, is Aram Pachyan’s 
Goodbye, Bird. It is an intellectual novel reflecting the social 
and political challenges of modern Armenia through the lives 
of young men during their obligatory military service. The 
idea of a closed community is at the base of the novel and 
reflects the realities of any closed society governed by the 
rules of its dictators. The novel was recently published in 
English by Glagoslav publications (London). Arabic and 
Bulgarian rights are sold. Several meetings with French 
publishers were held. Hyestart selected a great translator into 
French and we are now quite impatient to announce the  

Alexis Krikorian & Arevik Ashkharoyan on the Armenian stand (FBF). 

 
publication of “Au revoir, Piaf” in French. 

  
This one-day trip also provided the opportunity to meet Carles Torner, the 
Executive Director of PEN International, to discuss the next steps in the 
rejuvenation of the Armenian PEN Centre. It is a wave of young new writers 
who have now gathered and we can be really optimistic that this group will be 
actively promoting the PEN values and vision in Armenia. Hyestart fully 
supports this endeavor and will continue to do so. 
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SECTION 3 OUR FINANCES 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

On the account of the association, the entries amounted to 10'116.27 
francs and the outings to 21 francs, in the year 2017. Thus, the amount 
available on the account of the association is 10'095.27 francs at the end of 
2017. 
 
 

The entries break down as follows: 
 

• Donations for a total of 1'116.18 francs. 
• Funds inherited from Mrs. Vartanouche Krikorian for an amount of 6'500 francs. 
• Endowment of one of the co-founders up to 2,500 francs. 

 
The 2017 activities reported in this document were funded solely through personal 
contributions from the co-founders (travel expenses, website, etc.). As a consequence, there 
was no release from the account of the association. The rationale was to constitute a small 
"war chest" in order to be able to: 1. Finance the many activities of the year 2018; 2. 
Fundraise as early as 2018 with an expanded circle of donors, based on activities completed 
in 2017 and 2018. 
 
Etienne Reymond 
Treasurer
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SECTION 4 OUR OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS & THANK YOU 
 

We would like to thank our friends and partners, as well as our anonymous donors.  
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SOCIAL MEDIA STATISTICS 
 
The Hyestart Facebook page was launched on 27 November 2016. 
 

 
 

 
  

Number	of	Facebook	Posts	
(69)	

2017	

Number	of	Persons	Reached	(37'467)	

2017	
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
 
Become a member or an honorary member, volunteer your time 
 
Get in touch @ contact@hyestart.org 
 
Make a donation 

 
 In Switzerland: CCP - 14-809507-5 
 Internationally: IBAN: CH 17 0900 0000 1480 9507 5 

BIC: POFICHBEXXX 
Hyestart Genève 
 
Via PayPal or CC:  
 
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=E3eO37h90pT90WuMBam-
PL2B09F75z7dLie2BMMYDuvZCmRiGfvRIuGY-k3qFqdJw-zr70&country.x=CH&locale.x= 
 
Support an event or fundraising activity, become a sponsor 
  
If you would like to sponsor one of our events anywhere or one of our trainings in 
Armenia, please contact us. We have several sponsorship opportunities available. 
 
You can also sponsor a specific project to get closer to our work on the ground and see 
exactly how your donation makes a difference. You will receive regular and detailed 
reports and site visits can be organized too.  
 
Other ways you can help our cause 
 
Get in touch @ contact@hyestart.org 
Follow us on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/hyestart 
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE  
 
Next year we are looking forward to the effective materialization of the Vartanouche Krikorian 
translation grant. We are looking forward to the official re-launch of PEN Armenia and to a 
Geneva book fair in which Hyestart's presence will be increased through the themes of 
freedom of expression and literature in Armenia and Turkey. We are looking at way to bring to 
Geneva an exhibit about book censorship in Turkey (an exhibit which was at Frankfurt Book Fair 
in October 2017), and we will invite world famous Turkish writers who we think the public 
would be delighted to meet. 
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Hyestart Association              
CH - 1200 Geneva  
www.hyestart.org 
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